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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 

LISTING OF CLAIMS: 

1. (currently amended): Transport system, comprising 

- a transport track (9>-formed by at least one running rail (1, 2) , 

- at - te a st-ene severai vehicles (34-to be transported, and 

- a running r olling device connected to each vehicle and arranged on the said at least one 
running rail so as to be able to fun-roll thereon, the vehicle (34-provided with the w an i ng -rolling 
device having a rolling resistance to running on the said at least one rail (1, 2) , 

- the said transport trac k(8y9) having at - least - one several descending track seetiea 
sections. (1 4 . 1 4 '. 1 4 ". 1 4 '") each descending track section having sufficient- aslope se-thatjs 
sufficient to overcome tfee-said rolling resistance to running of each vehicle isevereem e, each 
vehicle thus rum.ung roHing.on the said at least one descending section by simple gravity, 

characterised in that the transport track has a starting point (10) and an arrival point (444^ 
said arrival point having an altitude- elevation equal to or higher than the starting point, and 

betwee is a- hi eh there is in each case arranged a 

section of ascending track (12', 12", 12"') on which each vehicle provided with the Funning 
rolling device is driven by a driving device, 

4n that the slope of each section of descending track being-is_insufficient to produce a 
continuous acceleration of the said a t least on e said vehicle v ehicles f 34-on the said at least one 
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running rail { -- l - r 2) , each vehicle having there a substantially constant speed, batone - ed - by at which 
gravity is s uj m< vyjth the said roHmg. resistance pj wch\< tide kHt«v^ ; dpk d to 
other-r es istanc e s resistances, ad d e d svm h • n< iuding the air resistance te- a ir-of the vehicle-(3), 
and 

in that the transport track (9) having has a route along which no vehicle at any point is 
raised higher than the altitude ejevatipn,,that the vehicle would have at this point on the-a 
transport track having a single descending section f-144- between the sta rt is ; point < i d s he arrival 
point, provided with the abo-ve-aten-t-iene-d same slope as said several descending track sections 
between the starting point and the arrival point , and 

in that said transpor t system p > l speed ot' l\u» Miccc,v»n 

\ d:K I'.n on said descending track sections., so as to maintain a distance between said two 
successive vehicles, said means for balancing the speed of two successive vehicles on said 
descending track sections comprising at least one endless cable returned freely in a loop by 
lluI!cys.aipj;\g.t|K h -port i\i s i t d ! <u I k <> t >h and djTye 

the vehicle during transport. 

2. (original): Transport system according to claim 1, characterised in that the above- 
mentioned slope is at least 3/1000, preferably at least 4/1000. 

3. (currently amended): Transport system according to claim 1, characterised in that the 
above - me - nt - ie - ned -slope of said several descending track sections is constant over each 
descending section. 

4. (previously presented): Transport system according to claim 1, characterised in that 
the constant speed of the said at least one vehicle on the descending sections is around 30 to 50 
km/h, preferably around 40 km/h. 
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5. (currently amended): Transport system according to claim 1, characterised in that the 
driving devices drive each vehicle on the ascending track sections at a speed equal to the above- 

5 nially constant speed of the vehicle on the descending track sections . 

6. (currently amended): Transport system according to claim 1, characterised in that the 
transport track comprises, at least on some sections one section, support means (6)-for an 
overhead rail (1,2) and in that each vehicle is suspended from this overhead rail by the running 
rolling device. 

7. (currently amended): Transport system according to claim 1, characterised in that the 
said at least one vehicle is a container f3-Ho be transported which has a volume with standard 
overall dimensions , and in that the ru n n i n g rolling device is fixed to the container in such. a 
manner that it_can be folded in- into the abov e mentioned volume of the container , i n the idle 
pesit-io-R-e-f-1 container is at rest . 

8. (canceled). 

9. (currently amended): Transport system according to claim 8, giajml^ characterised in 
that the means of balancing the speed of two successive vehicles comprise at least one endless 
cable returned freely in a loop by pulleys along the transport track and clamps arranged on each 
vehicle to grip the cable and drive the tetter- vehicle during its - transpertatien - . - transport. 

10. (currently amended): Use o f A , met ho 4 o f u si ng, a transport system according to claim 
1, for transporting vehicles over long distances making parsimonious use f w - si - me - n - ieu - s l y - o f the 
potential * :gy. comprising the steps of a- reading o-f~t-he-- a geographic relief between 
the departure point and the arrival point of the transport track of said transport system and a 
determination determining a of the route e £for said t he transport track on the basis of this 
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reading, so that- as to minimize the number of it has the said slope on the said de - see - ndi - ng 
sections a nd a minimum number of ascending sections on said transport track . 

1 1 . (new) Transport system according to claim 1 , wherein said starting point and arrival 
point are different, so that the transport track does not form a closed loop. 
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